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Texas 


This  outline  describes  major  sources  of  information 
about  families  from  Texas.  As  you  read  this  outline, 
study  the  United  States  Research  Outline  (30972), 
which  will  help  you  understand  terminology  and  the 
contents  and  uses  of  genealogical  records. 


ARCHIVES  AND  LIBRARIES 

The  following  archives,  libraries,  and  societies  have 
collections  or  services  helpful  to  genealogical 
researchers. 


RECORDS  OF  THE  FAMILY 
HISTORY  LIBRARY^"* * 


The  Family  History  Library  has  many  of  the  records 
listed  in  this  outline.  The  major  holdings  include 
vital,  probate,  land,  court,  history,  military,  church, 
cemetery,  and  naturalization  records.  Most  of  these 
have  been  microfilmed  at  the  county  courthouses. 

Some  of  the  sources  described  in  this  outline  list  the 
Family  History  Library’s  book,  microfilm,  and 
microfiche  numbers.  These  are  preceded  by  FHL,  the 
abbreviation  for  Family  History  Library.  These 
numbers  may  be  used  to  locate  materials  in  the 
library  and  to  order  microfilm  and  microfiche  at 
Family  History  Centers  . 

FAMILY  HISTORY  LIBRARY 
CATALOG"^"* 


The  library’s  records  are  listed  in  the  Family  History 
Library  Catalog  found  at  the  library  and  at  each 
Family  History  Center  .  To  find  a  record,  look  in 
the  locality  search  of  the  catalog  for: 

The  place  where  your  ancestor  lived,  such  as: 

UNITED  STATES  -  CENSUS  RECORDS 
TEXAS  -  HISTORY 
TEXAS,  BEXAR  -  VITAL  RECORDS 
TEXAS,  BEXAR,  SAN  ANTONIO  -  CHURCH 
RECORDS 

The  record  type  you  want  to  search,  such  as: 

UNITED  STATES  -  CENSUS  RECORDS 
TEXAS  -  HISTORY 
TEXAS,  BEXAR  -  VITAL  RECORDS 
TEXAS,  BEXAR,  SAN  ANTONIO  -  CHURCH 
RECORDS 

The  section  headings  in  this  outline  match  the  names 
of  record  types  used  in  the  catalog. 


•  Texas  State  Library 
State  Archives  and  Library  Building 
F  1201  Brazos 
P.O.  Box  12927 
Austin,  TX  78711 
Telephone:  512-463-5460 
Fax:  512-463-5436 


Three  divisions  of  the  Texas  State  Library  house 
materials  of  interest  to  genealogists:  the  Information 
Services,  the  Archives,  and  the  Local  Records 
divisions.  The  Information  Services  Division 
contains  such  records  as  published  histories,  vital 
record  indexes,  census  records,  and  military  records. 
The  Archives  Division  preserves  colonial,  republic, 
and  state  government  records,  while  the  Local 
Records  Division  maintains  valuable  city  and  county 
government  records.  Microfilm  copies  of  the  city  and 
county  records  are  distributed  among  26  Texas 
repositories. 

A  helpful  guide  to  important  sources  at  the  Texas 
State  Archives  is  Jean  Carefoot,  Guide  to 
Genealogical  Resources  in  the  Texas  State  Archives 
(Austin,  Tex.:  Archives  Division,  Texas  State 
Library,  1984;  FHL  book  976.4  A3cj  1984;  a  197? 
edition  is  on  film  1036849  item  11). 

The  Texas  State  Library  will  loan  selected  materials 
from  their  Genealogy  Collection.  For  a  list  of 
materials  available  for  circulation,  see  Texas  State 
Library,  Texas  State  Library  Circulating  Genealogy 
Duplicates  List  (Austin,  Tex.:  Texas  State  Library, 
1992;  FHL  book  976.4  A3t;  1985  edition  is  on  fiche 
6047934). 


National  Archives — Fort  Worth  Branch 
501  West  Felix  Street 
Building  1,  Dock  1 
RO.  Box  6216 


Fort  Worth,  TX  76115 
Telephone:  817-334-5525 
Fax:  817-334-5621 
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•  Texas  State  Genealogical  Society 
2507  Tannehill 

Houston,  TX  77008-3052 
Telephone:  713-864-6862 
Fax:  713-864-3540 

•  Daughters  of  the  Republic  of  Texas  Library 
P.O.  Box  1401 

San  Antonio,  TX  78205-1401 
Telephone:  210-225-1071 
Fax:  210-212-8514 

•  Rosenberg  Library  Archives 
2310  Sealy  Avenue 
Galveston,  TX  77550 
Telephone:  409-763-8854 
Fax:  409-763-0275 

•  Clayton  Library 

Center  for  Genealogical  Research 
5300  Caroline 
Houston,  TX  77004-6896 
Telephone:  713-524-0101 

The  Clayton  Library  has  produced  a  series  of  subject 
guides  to  their  collection.  The  Family  History 
Library  has  copies  of  a  number  of  these  guides. 

•  Houston  Public  Library 

Houston  Metropolitan  Research  Center 
500  McKinney  Street 
Houston,  TX  77002 
Telephone:  713-236-1313 

•  Dallas  Public  Library 
1515  Young  Street 
Dallas,  TX  75201 
Telephone:  214-670-1400 

•  Center  for  American  History 
Sid  Richardson  Hall,  2.101 
Austin,  TX  78712 
Telephone:  512-495-4515 
Fax:  512-495-4542 

•  Baylor  University 
Texas  Collection 
P.O.  Box  97142 
Waco,  TX  76798-7142 

To  learn  more  about  the  history  and  record-keeping 
systems  of  Texas  counties,  use  the  24  inventories  of 
the  county  archives  produced  by  the  Historical 
Records  Survey  around  1940.  The  Family  History 
Library  has  copies  of  all  of  these  inventories. 

The  Texas  County  Records  Inventory  Project  of 
North  Texas  State  University  Center  for  Community 
Services  has  produced  more  recent  inventories  of  the 
records  of  about  a  third  of  the  state’s  counties.  These 
can  be  purchased  from  the  Texas  State  Archives. 

The  Family  History  Library  has  copies  of  most  of 
these  inventories.  They  are  listed  in  the  catalog 


under  TEXAS,  [COUNTY]  -  ARCHIVES  AND 
LIBRARIES. 

Computer  Networks  and  Bulletin  Boards 

Computers  with  modems  can  be  useful  tools  for 
obtaining  information  from  selected  archives  and 
libraries.  In  a  way,  computer  networks  themselves 
serve  as  a  library.  The  Internet,  certain  computer 
bulletin  boards,  and  commercial  on-line  services  help 
family  history  researchers: 

•  Locate  other  researchers 

•  Post  queries 

•  Send  and  receive  e-mail 

•  Search  large  databases 

•  Search  computer  libraries 

•  Join  in  computer  chat  and  lecture  sessions 

You  can  find  computerized  research  tips  and 
information  about  ancestors  from  Texas  in  a  variety 
of  sources  at  local,  state,  national,  and  international 
levels.  The  list  of  sources  is  growing  rapidly.  Most 
of  the  information  is  available  at  no  cost. 

Addresses  on  the  Internet  change  frequently.  As  of 
April  1997,  the  following  sites  are  important 
gateways  linking  you  to  many  more  network  and 
bulletin  board  sites: 

•  USGenWeb 
http://www.usgenweb.com/ 

A  cooperative  effort  by  many  volunteers  to  list 
genealogical  databases,  libraries,  bulletin  boards, 
and  other  resources  available  on  the  Internet  for 
each  county,  state,  and  country. 

•  Roots-L 

http  ://www.  roots  web  .com/ roots-  1/usa/ 

A  useful  list  of  sites  and  resources.  Includes  a 
large,  regularly-updated  research  coordination 
list. 

For  further  details  about  using  computer  networks, 
bulletin  boards,  and  news  groups  for  family  history 
research,  see  the  United  States  Research  Outline 
(30972),  2nd  ed.,  “Archives  and  Libraries”  section. 

FamilySearch® 

The  Family  History  Library  and  some  Family 
History  Centers  have  computers  with  FamilySearch®. 
FamilySearch  is  a  collection  of  computer  files 
containing  several  million  names.  FamilySearch  is  a 
good  place  to  begin  your  research.  Some  of  the 
records  come  from  compiled  sources;  some  have 
been  automated  from  original  sources. 

Computers  with  FamilySearch  do  not  have  access  to 
computer  on-line  services,  networks,  or  bulletin 
boards.  However,  those  services  are  available  at 
many  public  libraries,  college  libraries,  and  private 
locations. 
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BIBLE  RECORDS 


CEMETERIES 


The  Daughters  of  the  American  Revolution  (DAR) 
have  copied  many  Bible  records  from  Texas.  Some 
of  these  have  been  microfilmed  and  are  available  at 
the  Family  History  Library.  A  large  set  is  on  FHL 
films  227500-16.  Some  are  listed  separately  in  the 
catalog  under  the  specific  county  or  city  they  are 
from.  Still  others  are  part  of  the  collection  described 
in  the  “Genealogy”  section  of  this  outline. 

They  are  partially  indexed  by  E.  Kay  Kirkham,  An 
Index  to  Some  of  the  Bibles  and  Family  Records  of 
the  United  States,  Vol.  2  (Logan,  Utah:  Everton 
Publishers,  1984;  FHL  book  Ref  973  D22kk  v.2; 
fiche  6089184). 

BIOGRAPHY 


Most  of  the  major  archives  mentioned  in  the 
“Archives  and  Libraries”  section  of  this  outline  have 
collections  of  biographical  materials. 

An  ongoing  project  to  index  more  than  200 
biographical  and  historical  publications  in  the  Texas 
Collection  at  Baylor  University  has  produced  the 
Biographical  Gazetteer  of  Texas  (Austin,  Tex.:  W.M. 
Morrison  Books,  1985-  vols.  1-6,  alphabetical;  FHL 
book  976.4  D3bgt). 

The  Family  History  Library  acquires  many  published 
sources  of  biographical  information.  State,  regional, 
and  county  histories  often  include  helpful 
biographical  sections.  Representative  biographical 
encyclopedias  are: 

Bailey,  Ernest  Emory.  Texas  Historical  and 
Biographical  Record  With  a  Genealogical  Study  of 
Historical  Family  Records.  Austin,  Tex.:  Texas 
Historical  and  Biographical  Record,  N.d.  (FHL 
film  873974  item  2.) 

Bailey,  Emory  E.,  et  al.  Who’s  Who  in  Texas. 

Dallas:  Who’s  Who  Publishing,  1931.  (FHL  book 
976.4  D3be;  film  1000606  item  4.) 

Biographical  Souvenir  of  the  State  of  Texas.  1 889. 
Reprint,  Easley,  S.C.:  Southern  Historical  Press, 
1978.  (FHL  book  976.4  D3bs  1978;  1889  edition 
is  on  film  1000596  item  2.) 

Davis,  Ellis  Arthur  and  Edwin  H.  Grobe. 
Encyclopedia  of  Texas.  Dallas:  Texas  Development 
Bureau,  190?  (FHL  book  976.4  D3de;  film 
1000595  items  1-3;  fiche  6046947;  1929  ed.  on 
films  962725-29  [larger  print]  or  fiche  6046992.) 

Brown,  John  Henry.  Indian  Wars  and  Pioneers  of 
Texas.  1880.  Reprint.  Easley,  S.C.:  Southern 
Historical  Press,  1978.  (FHL  book  976.4  D3b 
1978;  the  1880  ed.  is  on  film  924460;  1000597 
item  4;  fiche  6051506.) 


Two  important  collections  of  cemetery  records  are: 

Brinley,  Lorine.  Cemetery  Records:  A  Texas  and 
Louisiana  Collection.  Salt  Lake  City,  Utah: 
Genealogical  Society,  1959.  (FHL  films 
206289-303.)  This  contains  card  indexes. 

Cemetery  Records  of  Texas.  6  vols.  Salt  Lake  City: 
Genealogical  Society,  1956-63.  (FHL  book  976.4 
V3d;  films  897234-35.) 

Lists  of  the  cemeteries  in  each  county  that  are 
included  in  the  above  collections  are  in  Sharry 
Crofford-Gould,  Texas  Cemetery  Inscriptions:  A 
Source  Index  (San  Antonio:  Limited  Editions,  1977; 
FHL  book  976.4  Al  no.  56). 

Some  of  the  earliest  burials  in  Texas  are  recorded  in 
Mrs.  Malcolm  B.  Biggerstaff,  Four  Thousand 
Tombstone  Inscriptions  from  Texas,  1745-1870: 

Along  the  Old  San  Antonio  Road  and  the  Trail  of 
Austin’s  Colonists  (Oklahoma  City:  Oklahoma 
Historical  Society,  1952;  FHL  book  976.4  V3b). 

The  Daughters  of  the  American  Revolution  (DAR) 
collection  also  contains  tombstone  inscriptions  from 
many  Texas  cemeteries.  This  collection  is  described 
in  the  “Genealogy”  section  of  this  outline. 

CENSUS 

Federal 

Many  federal  census  records  are  found  at  the  Family 
History  Library,  the  National  Archives,  and  other 
federal  and  state  archives.  The  United  States 
Research  Outline  provides  more  detailed  information 
regarding  these  records. 

The  Family  History  Library  has  the  U.S.  federal 
censuses  for  the  state  of  Texas  from  1850  to  1920. 
The  1890  census  has  been  destroyed.  The  1890 
Union  veterans  schedule  and  index  are  available  at 
the  Family  History  Library  and  at  the  National 
Archives. 

Statewide  indexes  are  available  for  the  1850  and 
1 860  censuses  in  book  and  microfiche  format.  There 
are  statewide  indexes  for  1870  and  1880  in  book 
form.  A  Soundex  (phonetic)  index  is  available  on 
microfilm  for  part  of  the  1880  and  all  of  the  1900, 
1910,  and  1920  censuses.  Many  county  indexes  are 
available  for  the  1870  census. 

Mortality  schedules  exist  for  the  1850,  1860,  1870, 
and  1880  censuses.  The  schedules  for  1850  to  1870 
are  indexed  in  book  format.  The  schedules  and 
indexes  are  available  at  the  Family  History  Library. 
The  original  records  are  at  the  Texas  State  Library. 
There  are  also  copies  at  the  National  Archives. 
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Republic  and  State 

Several  censuses  were  taken  in  Texas  prior  to 
statehood,  including  censuses  taken  of  many 
municipalities,  and  of  some  mission  and  military 
districts  between  1792  and  1836.  Many  of  the 
surviving  records  have  been  published,  along  with 
information  from  other  records  made  at  the  time,  in 
the  following  sources: 

Mullins,  Marion  D.  The  First  Census  of  Texas, 
1829-1836:  To  Which  are  Added  Texas  Citizenship 
Lists,  1821-1845,  and  Other  Early  Records  of  the 
Republic  of  Texas.  Washington,  D.C.:  National 
Genealogical  Society,  1962.  (FHL  book  976.4 
X2mm;  film  844966.) 

White,  Gifford  E.  1820  Citizens  of  Texas.  Austin, 
Tex.:  Eakin  Press,  1983.  (FHL  book  976.4  X2wh; 
fiche  6051297.) 

Jackson,  Ronald  Vem.  Texas,  1830-1839,  Census 
Index.  North  Salt  Lake,  Utah:  Accelerated 
Indexing  Systems  International,  1981.  (FHL  book 
976.4  X2j  1830-1839.) 

Jackson,  Ronald  Vem,  et  al.  Texas,  1840-49.  North 
Salt  Lake,  Utah:  Accelerated  Indexing  Systems 
International,  1981.  (FHL  book  976.4  X2j 
1840-1849.) 

The  available  mission  censuses  have  been  translated 
and  are  available  on  microfilm  at  the  University  of 
Texas,  Institute  of  Texas  Cultures,  San  Antonio,  TX. 

School  censuses  were  taken  in  1854  and  1855  by 
some  counties.  The  original  records  are  at  the  Texas 
State  Archives.  The  Family  History  Library  has 
microfilm  copies  of  some  school  censuses.  They  are 
listed  in  the  catalog  under  TEXAS,  [COUNTY]  - 
CENSUS. 

CHURCH  RECORDS 


Before  1900  the  largest  religious  groups  in  Texas 
were  the  Baptist,  Methodist  Episcopal,  Roman 
Catholic,  and  Christian  (Disciples  of  Christ). 

The  Family  History  Library  has  some  church  records 
for  Texas.  For  example,  the  library  has  microfilm 
copies  of  original  documents  from  the  Catholic 
archives  in  El  Paso,  Galveston,  and  San  Antonio. 

The  records  from  the  San  Antonio  archdiocese 
include  100  microfilms  for  the  city  of  San  Antonio 
for  the  years  1703  to  1957. 

Many  denominations  have  collected  their  records 
into  central  repositories.  You  can  write  to  the 
following  addresses  to  learn  where  their  records  are 
located. 


Baptist 

Southwestern  Baptist  Theological  Seminary 

A.  Webb  Roberts  Library 

2001  West  Seminary  Drive 

Fort  Worth,  TX  76122 

Telephone:  817-923-1921  (x3330) 

Fax:  817-921-8754 

Baylor  University 
Moody  Memorial  Library 
Box  6307 
Waco,  TX  76703 
Telephone:  254-710-2111 
Fax:  254-710-3116 

For  a  history  of  the  Baptists  in  Texas,  see  James  M. 
Carroll,  A  History  of  Texas  Baptists  (Dallas:  Baptist 
Standard  Publishing  Co.,  1923;  FHL  film  1000597). 

Disciples  of  Christ 

Brite  Divinity  School  Collection 
Mary  Couts  Burnett  Library 
Texas  Christian  University 
29 1 3  West  Lowden 
Fort  Worth,  TX  76129 
Telephone:  817-921-7117 
Fax:  817-921-7447 

Methodist 

Center  for  Methodist  Studies 

United  Methodist  Historical  Collection 

Bridwell  Library 

Southern  Methodist  University 

6005  Bishop  Boulevard 

P.O.  Box  750476 

Dallas,  TX  75275 

For  a  history  of  the  Methodist  Church,  see  Macum 
Phelan,  History  of  Early  Methodism  in  Texas, 
1817-1866  (Nashville:  Cokesbury  Press,  1924;  FHL 
film  599530). 

Roman  Catholic 

Catholic  Archives  of  Texas 
1600  North  Congress 
Capitol  Station  P.O.  Box  13327 
Austin,  TX  78711-3327 
Telephone:  512-476-4888 
Fax:  512-469-9537 

For  a  history  of  the  Catholic  Church,  see  Mary 
Angela  Fitzmorris,  Four  Decades  of  Catholicism  in 
Texas  1820-1860  (Washington,  D.C.:  Catholic 
University  of  America,  1926;  FHL  book  976.4  Al 
no.  21;  film  924684  item  3). 
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COURT  RECORDS 


Major  Texas  courts  that  kept  records  of  genealogical 
value  were  established  as  follows: 

Commissioners  courts  are  countywide  courts  that 
have  kept  records  of  taxes,  juries,  county  financial 
affairs,  and  police  matters.  These  files  often  include 
records  of  other  courts,  such  as  county  courts.  The 
Family  History  Library  has  commissioners  courts 
records  for  some  Texas  counties.  From  Bexar 
County,  for  example,  the  library  has  the  county 
commissioners’  minutes  from  1837  to  1909. 

District  courts  have  countywide  jurisdiction  over 
divorces,  felonies,  misdemeanors,  probate  appeals, 
and  civil  suits,  as  well  as  adoptions  since  1931.  The 
Family  History  Library  has  district  court  records  for 
half  of  the  Texas  counties,  often  dating  to  the  early 
1900s.  From  Bexar  County,  for  example,  the  library 
has  microfilm  copies  of  San  Antonio  court  minutes 
from  1837  to  1911.  The  original  records  are  in  the 
various  county  courthouses. 

County  courts  have  been  established  in  each  county 
and  have  jurisdiction  over  major  criminal  cases,  civil 
matters,  and  some  naturalizations.  A  judge  oversees 
matters  and  a  county  clerk  keeps  the  records.  The 
Family  History  Library  has  microfilm  copies  of 
county  court  records  from  many  counties  of  Texas. 
From  Galveston  County,  for  example,  county  court 
minutes  are  available  from  1867  to  1908. 

DIRECTORIES 


Directories  of  heads  of  households  were  published 
for  major  cities  in  Texas.  For  example,  the  Family 
History  Library  has  the  following  directories  for 
Dallas: 

1875-1935  . FHL  films  1376778— 

1916,  1918,  1941, 

1960,  1964,  1970, 

1975,  and  1979  . FHL  book  976.428  E4pj 

The  Family  History  Library  has  city  directories  for 
as  early  as  1856  for  Galveston,  Austin  (1857), 
Houston  (1866),  and  San  Antonio  and  Fort  Worth 
(1877). 

EMIGRATION  AND  IMMIGRATION 

People 

The  first  settlers  of  Texas  generally  came  from 
Spain,  although  a  few  Frenchmen  settled  in  eastern 
Texas.  Between  1821  and  1836  about  38,000  settlers 
came  from  the  United  States,  especially  from  the 
southern  states.  In  the  thirty  years  before  the  Civil 
War,  many  European  emigrants  came  to  Texas.  They 


were  mostly  Germans,  Poles,  Czechs,  Swedes, 
Norwegians,  and  Irish.  By  1850,  some  33,000 
Germans  had  settled  in  Texas. 

After  the  Civil  War  many  people  left  the  South  and 
went  to  Texas.  Others  came  from  the  North  Central 
states,  especially  farmers  of  Swedish,  Polish,  and 
Irish  descent.  More  Europeans  came  at  this  time, 
including  Belgians,  Danes,  and  Greeks.  Most  of 
these  settled  in  the  cities. 

Numerous  Mexicans  came  to  Texas  in  the  late  19th 
and  early  20th  century.  Records  of  20th  century 
Mexican  border  crossings  are  available  at  the 
National  Archives.  These  include: 

•  Brownsville,  lists  for  1905-24  and  1929-57, 
indexes  for  1905-52 

•  Eagle  Pass,  lists  and  indexes  for  1905-53 

•  El  Paso,  lists  for  1903-52,  indexes  for  1903-24 

•  Laredo,  lists  and  indexes  for  1903-55 

Two  excellent  histories  that  include  the  names  of 
families  who  migrated  to  Texas  from  southern  states 
are: 

Williams,  Villamae  ed.  Stephen  F.  Austins  Register 
of  Families.  Baltimore:  Genealogical  Publishing 
Co.,  1989.  (FHL  book  976.4  W2au  1989.)  This  is 
based  on  original  records  in  the  General  Land 
Office  and  pertains  to  families  who  arrived  before 
statehood. 

Marsh,  Helen  and  Timothy.  Tennesseans  in  Texas. 
Easley,  S.C.:  Southern  Historical  Press,  1986. 

(FHL  book  976.4  X2mh  1850.)  The  information  in 
this  is  based  on  the  1850  census. 

Records  of  major  ethnic  groups  are  listed  in  the 
catalog  under  TEXAS  -  EMIGRATION  AND 
IMMIGRATION  and  TEXAS  -  MINORITIES.  You 
will  find  information  about  immigrant  groups  from 
Belgium,  France,  Ireland,  Italy,  Mexico,  Norway, 
Poland,  and  Sweden,  as  well  as  African-Americans, 
Ukrainians,  and  Wends.  Records  of  Native 
Americans  are  listed  in  the  locality  search  under 
TEXAS  -  NATIVE  RACES  and  in  the  subject 
section  of  the  catalog  under  the  name  of  the  tribe  or 
language  group. 

Some  excellent  examples  of  ethnic  sources  that 
include  lists  of  names  are: 

Hejl,  Edmond  H.  Czech  Footprints  Across  the 
Bluebonnet  Fields  of  Texas:  Villages  of  Origin. 

N.p.,  1983.  (FHL  book  976.4  F2h;  fiche  6125134.) 

Geue,  Chester  W.  and  Ethel  H.  Geue.  A  New  Land 
Beckoned:  German  Immigration  to  Texas,  1844-7. 
Enlarged  ed.  Waco:  Texian  Press,  1972.  (FHL 
book  976.4  W2g  1972;  1966  ed.  on  film  1000608 
item  5.) 


5 


Geue,  Ethel  H.  New  Homes  in  a  New  Land:  German 
Immigration  to  Texas,  1847-1861.  Waco:  Texian 
Press,  1970.  (FHL  book  976.4  W2ge.) 

Passenger  Arrival  Records 

Many  people  who  moved  to  Texas  originally  arrived 
in  the  United  States  at  the  port  of  New  Orleans.  The 
National  Archives  and  the  Family  History  Library 
have  passenger  lists  for  New  Orleans  dating  from 
1820  to  1921,  with  indexes  to  1952. 

Galveston  passenger  lists  from  1846  to  1871,  1896 
to  1921,  and  index  1896-1951  are  available  at  the 
National  Archives  and  the  Family  History  Library 
(FHL  film  830233),  and  are  indexed  in  two  sources: 

Ships  Passenger  Lists,  Port  of  Galveston,  Texas, 
1846-1871.  Easley,  S.C.:  Southern  Historical 
Press,  1984.  (FHL  book  976.4139/Gl  W3s.) 

Blaha,  Albert  J.  Passenger  Lists  for  Galveston, 
1850-1855.  [Houston,  Tex.:  A.J.  Blaha],  1985. 
(FHL  book  976.4139/Gl  W3b;  fiche  6099940.) 
This  includes  some  Indianola  arrivals. 

The  National  Archives  and  the  Family  History 
Library  also  have  Galveston  arrival  lists  for  1893 
and  1896  to  1921  (FHL  films  1414827-40; 
1414865-70)  and  indexes  from  1896  to  1906  and 
1906  to  1951  (FHL  films  1402451-60).  Passenger 
lists  and  indexes  are  listed  in  the  catalog  under 
TEXAS  -  EMIGRATION  AND  IMMIGRATION. 

GAZETTEERS 


Several  helpful  guides  to  places  in  Texas  have  been 
published.  These  include: 

Bartholomew,  Ed.  800  Texas  Ghost  Towns.  Fort 
Davis,  Tex.:  Frontier  Book,  1971.  (FHL  book 
976.4  H2be.) 

Gannett,  Henry.  A  Gazetteer  of  Texas.  2nd  ed. 
Washington:  Government  Printing  Office,  1904. 
(FHL  book  976.4  E5g;  film  896651  item  2.) 

Madison,  Virginia  and  Hallie  Stillwell.  How  Come 
Its  Called  That?:  Place  Names  in  the  Big  Bend 
Country.  [Albuquerque:  University  of  New  Mexico 
Press,  1958.]  (FHL  book  976.493  E2h.) 

GENEALOGY 


The  Texas  State  Library  and  most  university 
libraries,  historical  societies,  and  genealogical 
societies  have  special  collections  and  indexes  of 
genealogical  value.  These  must  usually  be  searched 
in  person.  The  following  are  major  manuscript 
collections  and  published  sources. 


Manuscript  Collections 

Daughters  of  the  American  Revolution  (DAR) 
Collection.  This  collection  consists  of  transcripts  of 
Bible  records,  cemetery  records,  church  records, 
marriages,  deaths,  obituaries,  and  wills.  It  was 
microfilmed  in  1971  at  the  DAR  Library  in 
Washington,  D.C.,  and  is  available  on  49  films  at  the 
Family  History  Library.  (FHL  films  850123 — .)  A 
similar  DAR  collection  was  filmed  in  1961  (FHL 
film  227500-16). 

Spanish-American  Mission  Collection.  This  is  a 
collection  of  family  group  forms  showing  the 
ancestry  of  members  of  The  Church  of  Jesus  Christ 
of  Latter-day  Saints  from  the  Southwest.  It  is  on 
microfilm  at  the  Family  History  Library  (FHL  Latin 
America  films  940001-6).  The  original  forms  are 
interfiled  with  the  Patron  Section  of  the  Family 
Group  Records  Collection. 

Published  Sources 

Ancestors:  A  Book  of  Lineage  Charts.  1  vols.  Tyler, 
Tex.:  East  Texas  Genealogical  Society,  1979-95. 
(FHL  book  976.4  D2a.) 

Founders  and  Patriots  of  the  Republic  of  Texas: 
Lineages  of  the  Members  of  the  Daughters  of  the 
Republic  of  Texas.  3  vols.  Austin,  Tex.:  Daughters 
of  the  Republic  of  Texas,  1963-85.  (FHL  book 
976.4  D2f ) 

Morris,  Mrs.  Harry  Joseph.  Citizens  of  the  Republic 
of  Texas.  Dallas:  Texas  State  Genealogical  Society, 
1977.  (FHL  book  976.4  D2m.)  This  includes  over 
8,000  names  on  pedigrees  contributed  to  the 
society.  It  is  indexed. 

Residents  of  Texas,  1782-1836.  3  vols.  San  Antonio, 
Tex.:  The  University  of  Texas,  Institute  of  Texan 
Cultures,  1984.  (FHL  book  976.4  D2rte.) 

Texas  Family  Land  Heritage  Registry,  8  vols. 

Austin,  Tex.:  Texas  Department  of  Agriculture, 
1974—.  (FHL  book  976.4  R25t.)  The  Department 
of  Agriculture  inaugurated  a  program  in  1974  to 
identify  pre-1874  farms  and  ranches  that  have  been 
operated  continually  by  the  same  family.  The 
published  volumes  list  the  original  owners, 
location  of  the  land,  date  of  ownership,  and  names 
of  the  present  owners.  A  complete  set  of  the 
published  records  are  available  at  the  Texas  State 
Library.  It  is  listed  in  the  catalog  under  TEXAS  - 
GENEALOGY  -  PERIODICALS. 

HISTORY 

The  following  important  events  affected  political 
boundaries,  record  keeping,  and  family  movements. 
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1682  Spaniards  founded  the  first  permanent 

settlement  near  present-day  El  Paso.  Catholic 
missions  soon  followed  in  east  Texas. 

1 82 1  Texas  became  part  of  the  new  nation  of 

Mexico.  Stephen  F.  Austin  brought  the  first 
Anglo-American  colonists  to  Texas.  They 
settled  the  Austin  Colony  in  south  central 
Texas.  Several  other  impresarios  soon 
brought  other  colonists. 

1836  Texas  declared  independence  from  Mexico 
after  a  military  confrontation.  Municipalities 
were  soon  organized  into  counties.  The 
Republic  of  Texas  existed  until  1845. 

1 845  United  States  acquired  Texas  as  the  28th  state. 

1846-  Mexico  declared  war  on  the  United  States  in 
1848  an  effort  to  reclaim  Texas  and  other  territory 
claimed  by  both  countries.  Over  6,000  Texas 
citizens  served  in  the  Mexican-American 
War.  Mexico  gave  up  its  claim  to  Texas. 

1850  Texas  relinquished  its  claims  to  Colorado, 
Wyoming,  Kansas,  and  Oklahoma. 

1861-  Texas  seceded  from  the  Union  during  the 
1865  Civil  War.  In  1870  it  was  readmitted  to  the 
Union. 

1870s  Most  Indians  were  removed  to  the  Indian 
Territory  in  present-day  eastern  Oklahoma. 
Some  escaped  to  Mexico. 

1901  The  oil  boom  attracted  many  new  residents. 

1987  The  oil  boom  collapsed. 

The  Family  History  Library  has  many  county  and 
local  histories  of  Texas.  A  good  source  for  a  general 
background  is  Frank  W.  Johnson,  History  of  Texas 
and  Texans,  5  vols.  (Chicago:  American  Historical 
Society,  1914;  FHL  book  976.4  H2j;  1916  ed.  is  on 
film  1000592).  Volumes  3-5  have  biographical 
information. 

Bibliographies  of  local  histories  include: 

Jenkins,  John  Holmes.  Cracker  Barrel  Chronicles:  A 
Bibliography  of  Texas  Town  and  County  Histories. 
Austin,  Tex.:  Pemberton  Press,  1965.  (FHL  book 
976.4  H2jc;  film  1000609  item  2.) 

Munnerlyn,  Tom.  Texas  Local  History:  A  Source 
Book  for  Available  Town  and  County  Histories, 
Local  Memoirs  and  Genealogical  Records.  Austin, 
Tex.:  Eakin  Press,  1983.  (FHL  book  976.4  H23m.) 

LAND  AND  PROPERTY 

Land  Grants  by  Spain  and  Mexico 

Large  tracts  of  land  were  granted  by  Spain  and 
Mexico  between  1716  and  1836.  From  1823  to  1830, 
Mexico  established  a  colonization  policy  providing 


land  for  immigrants  to  settle  in  colonies  under 
impresarios  such  as  Stephen  F.  Austin.  Each  colony 
had  its  own  land  office.  All  land  offices  were  closed 
by  the  provisional  government  of  Texas  in 
November  1835  due  to  the  pending  revolution. 

Lists  of  early  settlers  and  landowners  that  have  been 
transcribed  and  published  include: 

Taylor,  Virginia  H.  Index  to  Spanish  and  Mexican 
Land  Grants  in  Texas.  Austin,  Tex.:  Lone  Star 
Press,  1974.  (FHL  book  976.4  R2tv.)  This  includes 
records  not  found  in  the  Class  1  Headright  Grants 
described  below. 

An  Abstract  of  the  Original  Titles  of  Records  in  the 
General  Land  Office.  1838.  Reprint.  Austin,  Tex.: 
Pemberton  Press,  1964.  (FHL  book  976.4  R2u; 
film  1000607  item  10;  fiche  6051319.)  This  lists 
the  land  records  of  several  colonies  for  the  years 
1791  to  1836. 

Records  of  headright  grants  prior  to  1  March  1936 
are  now  at  the  state  land  office,  and  are  described 
below. 

Grants  by  the  Republic  and  State  of  Texas 

After  the  revolution,  the  General  Land  Office  of  the 
Republic  of  Texas  was  established  at  Austin  in 
February  1837.  The  Republic  of  Texas  recognized 
all  previous  grants  and  settled  any  disputes  in  the 
state  courts.  In  1845  Texas  became  a  state-land  state 
and  the  land  office  continued  to  administer  land 
grants. 

Land  was  granted  for  various  reasons.  The  General 
Land  Office,  (Austin  Building,  17th  and  N. 

Congress,  Austin,  TX  78701)  has  over  10,000,000 
documents  including  patents,  plat  maps,  and  indexes, 
for  the  following: 

•  Headright  grants,  1836  to  1842.  These  are  records 
of  grants  issued  to  heads  of  families  and  single 
men  who  settled  in  Texas.  The  records  are  filed 
and  indexed  by  time  periods  called  classes: 

Class  1.  Settlers  who  arrived  prior  to  1  March  1836 
(grants  by  Spain  and  Mexico) 

Class  2.  Arrivals  from  2  March  1836  to  1  October, 
1837 

Class  3.  Arrivals  from  1  October  1837  to  1  January 
1840 

Class  4.  Arrivals  from  1  January  1840  to  1  January 
1842 

Some  of  these  headright  grants  have  been  published 
in  First  Settlers  of  the  Republic  of  Texas:  Headright 
Land  Grants,  1840,  2  vols.,  1841,  Reprint 
(Nacogdoches,  Tex.:  Carolyn  R.  Ericson,  1982 — ; 
FHL  book  976.4  R2f).  This  includes  the  class  1-3 
grants. 
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•  Preemption  Grants,  January  1845  to  1899.  These 
are  homestead  or  settler’s  claims  given  to  persons 
who  lived  on  a  tract  for  three  years. 

•  Contracts  made  by  the  German  Emigration 
Company,  about  1845-46.  The  German  Emigration 
Company  was  created  to  help  German  immigrants 
come  to  Texas  and  obtain  land.  The  records 
include  19  volumes  of  contracts  made  with 
emigrants  emigrating  from  Europe  around  1845. 
The  records  are  in  German. 

•  School  Lands,  April  1874  to  present.  These  are 
records  of  public  lands  sold  to  provide  revenue  for 
schools.  The  records  are  indexed. 

•  Bounty  and  Donation  Lands,  1836  to  1888. 
Warrants  were  issued  as  payment  for  service  in  the 
Army  of  the  Republic  of  Texas  in  1836  when 
Texas  declared  its  independence  from  Mexico. 

Confederate  scrip  lands  were  issued  to  Confederate 
veterans  who  were  permanently  disabled  in  the  Civil 
War  and  to  widows  of  soldiers  who  were  killed 
during  the  Civil  War.  Some  of  these  records  can  be 
found  in; 

Miller,  Thomas  Lloyd.  Bounty  and  Donation  Land 
Grants  of  Texas,  1835-1888.  Austin,  Texas: 
University  of  Texas  Press,  1967.  (FHL  book  976.4 
R21m;  film  1000608  item  9.) 

Miller,  Thomas  Lloyd.  Texas  Confederate  Scrip 
Grantees.  N.p.,  1985.  (FHL  book  976.4  R2mt.) 

•  Public  lands  sold  by  the  land  office.  The  land 
office  still  sells  the  public  land  in  the  state. 

Numerous  name  lists  of  settlers  and  landowners  have 
been  transcribed  and  published.  These  include: 

Abstract  of  Land  Titles  of  Texas  Comprising  the 
Titled,  Patented,  and  Located  Lands  in  the  State. 
Galveston:  Shaw  and  Blaylock,  1878.  (FHL  films 
397783-4.)  This  is  arranged  by  counties  for  about 
1833  to  31  August  1877  and  is  alphabetical  by 
county. 

White,  Gifford.  Character  Certificates  in  the  General 
Land  Office  of  Texas.  [Austin:  G.  White,  1985.] 
(FHL  book  976.4  R2c.)  This  includes  genealogical 
data  for  1821  to  1835.  These  character  certificates 
were  required  by  Mexico  in  order  to  obtain  land. 

Abstract  of  Land  Claims,  Compiled  From  the 
Records  of  the  General  Land  Office.  Galveston: 
Civilian  Book  Office,  1852.  (FHL  film  874497.) 
These  are  private  land  claims  submitted  up  to  1852 
for  land  previously  granted  by  Spain,  Mexico,  the 
Republic  of  Texas,  and  the  State  of  Texas.  It  is 
alphabetical  by  district. 

From  1847  to  1870  the  office  of  the  Texas  Adjutant 
General  was  responsible  for  verifying  land  claims  of 
veterans.  A  fire  in  1855  destroyed  the  records  of  this 


office  except  for  copies  of  the  muster  rolls  of  the 
War  of  Texas  Independence  from  Mexico  from  1835 
to  1836.  After  the  fire,  a  Court  of  Claims  was 
established  in  1856  for  persons  who  had  been 
entitled  to  land  grants  from  the  Republic  of  Texas 
but  had  never  received  them.  The  muster  rolls  were 
used  to  verify  eligibility  for  a  land  grant. 

County  Land  Records 

After  land  was  transferred  to  private  ownership, 
subsequent  transactions,  including  deeds  and 
mortgages,  have  been  recorded  by  the  county.  You 
can  obtain  copies  of  these  land  records  by  writing  to 
the  county  clerk  at  the  county  courthouse. 

The  Family  History  Library  has  microfilm  copies  of 
deeds,  trust  deeds,  and  mortgages  of  many  counties. 
The  library’s  holdings  include; 

•  Bexar  County  Spanish  land  grants,  1736  to  1836 
(5  films);  county  clerk’s  deeds,  1837  to  1889,  and 
index,  1830  to  1890  (49  films) 

•  Galveston  County  deeds,  1838  to  1902,  and  index, 
1838  to  1890  (49  films) 

•  Harris  County  deeds,  1837  to  1886,  and  index, 
1836  to  1904  (44  films) 

MAPS 

One  of  the  best  map  collections  is  at  the  Texas  State 
Library.  A  bibliography  of  over  2,000  maps  in  this 
collection  is  James  M.  Day,  Maps  of  Texas,  1527-1900: 
The  Map  Collection  of  the  Texas  State  Archives 
(Austin,  Tex.:  Pemberton  Press,  1964;  FHL  book  976.4 
A5d).  Other  good  collections  of  maps  are  available 
at: 

•  University  of  Texas  at  Austin 
Perry-Castaneda  Library 
Austin,  TX  78712-7330 
Telephone;  512-495-4350 
Fax:  512-495-4283 

•  University  of  Texas  at  El  Paso  Library 
Documents  and  Maps 

El  Paso,  TX  79968-0582 
Telephone:  915-747-5683 
Fax:  915-747-5327 

•  Southern  Methodist  University 
Central  University  Libraries 
Dallas,  TX  75275-0135 
Telephone:  214-768-2401 
Fax:  214-768-1842 

The  Family  History  Library  has  several  maps  and 
the  following  atlases: 
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Martin,  James  C.,  and  Robert  S.  Martin.  Maps  of 
Texas  and  the  Southwest,  1513-1900. 

Albuquerque:  University  of  New  Mexico  Press, 
1984.  (FHL  book  Q  976.4  E7m.)  This  includes 
histories  of  the  area  and  of  the  maps. 

Pool,  William  C.  A  Historical  Atlas  of  Texas.  Austin, 
Tex.:  Encino  Press,  1975.  (FHL  book  976.4  E3p.) 
This  includes  maps  of  Texas  during  the  frontier 
era,  Indian  territories,  and  travel  routes. 

MILITARY  RECORDS 

The  U.S.  Military  Records  Research  Outline  (34118) 
provides  more  information  on  federal  military 
records  and  search  strategies. 

Many  military  records  are  found  at  the  Family 
History  Library,  the  National  Archives,  and  other 
federal  and  state  archives.  The  United  States 
Research  Outline  provides  more  information  about 
the  federal  records.  For  Texas  the  following  sources 
are  also  very  helpful. 

War  of  1812  (1812-1815) 

A  published  roster  with  added  genealogical 
information  for  veterans  is  Mary  Smith  Fay,  War  of 
1812  Veterans  in  Texas  (New  Orleans:  Polyanthos, 
1979;  FHL  book  976.4  M2f). 

War  of  Texas  Independence  (1835-1836) 

Published  muster  rolls  of  soldiers  who  served  in  the 
war  are  in  Muster  Rolls  of  the  Texas  Revolution 
(Austin,  Tex.:  Daughters  of  the  Republic  of  Texas, 
Inc.,  1986;  FHL  book  976.4  M2mr). 

Abstracts  of  pension  applications  are  in  John  C. 
Barron,  et  al..  Republic  of  Texas  Pension  Application 
Abstracts  (Austin,  Tex.:  Austin  Genealogical 
Society,  1987;  FHL  book  976.4  M2bj). 

A  detailed  history  of  the  Alamo  seige  and  a  roster  of 
the  garrison  will  be  found  in  Phil  Tosenthal  and  Bill 
Groneman,  Roll  Call  at  the  Alamo  (Ft.  Collins, 

Colo.:  The  Old  Army  Press,  1985;  FHL  book 
976.4351  M2r). 

Biographical  sketches  of  soldiers  who  served  in  the 
Battle  of  San  Jacinto  are  in  Sam  Houston  Dixon  and 
Louis  Wiltz  Kemp,  The  Heroes  of  San  Jacinto 
(Houston:  The  Anson  Jones  Press,  1932;  FHL  book 
976.4141  M2d;film  1000606). 

Mexican  War  (1846-1848) 

Many  soldiers  from  Texas  served  in  this  conflict. 

The  National  Archives  and  the  Family  History 
Library  have  the  service  records  for  Texas  volunteers 
(FHL  films  471519-37)  and  the  indexes  to  service 
and  pension  records.  The  pension  records  have  not 


been  filmed  and  are  only  available  at  the  National 
Archives. 

A  published  history  of  the  role  Texas  played  in  the 
war  is  Henry  W.  Barton,  Texas  Volunteers  in  the 
Mexican  War  (Wichita  Falls,  Tex.:  [Texican  Press, 
1970];  FHL  book  976.4  M2b). 

Civil  War  (1861-1865) 

Soldiers  from  Texas  served  in  both  the  Union  and 
Confederate  armies.  The  National  Archives  and  the 
Family  History  Library  have: 

•  Indexes  to  the  service  records  (FHL  films 
881592-3  Union;  880014-54  Confederate) 

•  Service  records  for  Union  soldiers  (FHL  films 
1292646-58) 

•  Index  to  Union  pensions 

The  Union  pension  records  are  not  on  microfilm  and 
are  available  only  at  the  National  Archives. 

Service  records  for  Confederate  soldiers  are  available 
at  the  National  Archives  and  at  the  Texas  State 
Library.  Approved  and  rejected  pensions  for 
Confederate  veterans  are  at  the  Controller’s  Office  in 
Austin  and  on  700  microfilms  at  the  Family  History 
Library  (FHL  film  960664 — ;  index  is  on  FHL  film 
960279). 

A  published  index  to  the  pension  papers  is  John  M. 
Kinney,  Index  to  Applications  for  Texas  Confederate 
Pensions,  Rev.  ed.  (Austin,  Tex.:  Archives  Division, 
Texas  State  Library,  1977;  FHL  book  976.4  M22k 
1977;  1975  ed.  is  on  film  928040  item  3;  1977  ed.  is 
on  fiche  6019976). 

Additional  documents  are  in  Texas  Confederate 
Index:  Confederate  Soldiers  of  the  State  of  Texas 
(FHL  films  227483-96.)  This  lists  each  soldier’s 
name,  enlistment  date  and  place,  discharge  date  and 
place,  age,  residence,  physical  description,  and  other 
information. 

A  published  roster  of  some  Texas  regiments  is 
Martin  Hardwick  Hall,  The  Confederate  Army  of 
New  Mexico  (Austin,  Tex.:  Presidial  Press,  1978; 

FHL  book  978.9  M2ha;  fiche  6087304).  This  lists 
soldiers  of  Texas  stationed  in  New  Mexico  during 
the  war. 

Spanish-American  War  (1898) 

The  Texas  Volunteer  Guard  was  mustered  into 
federal  service  in  1898.  Records  of  these  volunteers 
are  at  the  National  Archives.  The  Texas  State 
Library  has  some  records  and  muster-out  rolls 
(records  of  soldiers  discharged  from  military  service) 
for  1899. 
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World  War  I  (1917-1918)  to  the  present 

Records  of  Texans  who  have  participated  in  any  war 
since  World  War  I  are  filed  in  the  National  Archives 
and  the  National  Archives — ^Fort  Worth  Branch.  See  the 
United  States  Research  Outline  for  more  information. 

Records  of  the  National  Guard  units  drafted  into 
federal  forces  are  at  the  Adjutant  General’s  Office, 
Camp  Mabry,  Austin,  TX. 

Additional  Military  Records 

The  Texas  State  Library  has  pre-statehood  records 
for  groups  such  as  the  Rangers  and  Minute 
companies.  The  following  volumes  summarize  many 
of  these  early  records: 

Ingmire,  Frances  Terry.  Texas  Rangers:  Frontier 
Battalion,  Minute  Men,  Commanding  Officers, 
1847-1900.  6  vols.  St.  Louis:  Ingmire  Publications, 
1982.  (FHL  book  976.4  M2ift.) 

Ingmire,  Frances  Terry.  Texas  Frontiersmen, 
1839-1860:  Minute  Men,  Militia,  Home  Guard, 
Indian  Fighters.  St.  Louis:  F.T  Ingmire,  1982. 
(FHL  book  976.4  M2i.) 

Stephens,  Robert  W.  Texas  Ranger  Indian  War 
Pensions.  Quanah,  Tex.:  Nortex  Press,  1975.  (FHL 
book  976.4  M24u.) 

World  War  I  draft  registration  cards  for  men  age  18 
to  45  may  list  address,  birth  date,  birthplace,  race, 
nationality,  citizenship,  and  next  of  kin.  Not  all 
registrants  served  in  the  war.  For  registration  cards 
for  Texas  see: 

United  States.  Selective  Service  System.  Texas, 

World  War  I  Selective  Service  System  Draft 
Registration  Cards,  1917-1918.  National 
Archives  Microfilm  Publications,  Ml 509. 
Washington,  D.C.:  National  Archives,  1987- 
1988.  (On  FHL  films  beginning  with  1927189.) 

To  find  an  individual’s  draft  card,  it  helps  to  know 
his  name  and  residence  at  the  time  of  registration. 
The  cards  are  arranged  alphabetically  by  county, 
within  the  county  by  draft  board,  and  then 
alphabetically  by  surname  within  each  draft  board. 

Most  counties  had  only  one  board;  large  cities  had 
several.  A  map  showing  the  boundaries  of  individual 
draft  boards  is  available  for  most  large  cities. 

Finding  an  ancestor’s  street  address  in  a  city 
directory  will  help  you  in  using  the  draft  board  map. 
There  is  an  alphabetical  list  of  cities  that  are  on  the 
map.  For  a  copy  of  this  map  see: 

United  States.  Selective  Service  System.  List  of 
World  War  One  Draft  Board  Maps.  Washington, 
D.C.:  National  Archives.  (FHL  film  1498803.) 


NATURALIZATION  AND 
CITIZENSHIP 


Naturalization  records  have  generally  been  filed  with 
the  clerk  of  the  district  court  in  each  county.  You 
can  obtain  copies  of  the  declarations,  affidavits, 
orders  of  admission,  and  other  documents  by 
contacting  the  clerk’s  office.  The  Family  History 
Library  has  microfilm  copies  of  some  county 
records.  For  example,  from  Harris  County  the  library 
has  naturalization  records  from  1891  to  1906  and  an 
index  from  1855  to  1906. 

For  naturalization  records  after  September  1906, 
contact  the  National  Archives — Fort  Worth  Branch 
or  the  local  office  of  the  Immigration  and 
Naturalization  Service. 

NEWSPAPERS 


The  best  collections  of  Texas  newspapers  are  in  the 
archives  listed  in  the  “Archives  and  Libraries” 
section  of  this  outline.  The  Family  History  Library 
has  microfilm  copies  of  a  few  newspapers,  such  as 
the  Galveston  Daily  News  from  1865  to  1900. 

Guides  to  help  you  locate  newspapers  are: 

Sibley,  Marilyn  McAdams.  Lone  Stars  and  State 
Gazettes:  Texas  Newspapers  Before  the  Civil  War. 
College  Station,  Tex.:  Texas  A&M  University 
Press,  1983.  (FHL  book  976.4  H2smm.) 

Texas  Newspapers,  1813-1939:  A  Union  List. 
Houston:  San  Jacinto  Museum  of  History 
Association,  1951.  (FHL  book  976.4  B3h;  1941 
edition  is  on  film  1036813  item  4.) 

Some  obituaries  and  other  vital  statistics  have 
been  abstracted  and  published.  An  example  is 

Pearl  Hendricks,  comp.,  Texas  Obituaries:  Death 
Notices  Taken  From  Early  Texas  Newspapers, 
1835-1890.  2  vols.  in  1  (Typescripts  at  the  Clayton 
Library  in  Houston;  FHL  book  976.4  V4t;  film 
845442;  a  revised  version  with  the  dates  1832-1885 
is  on  film  1398600  items  6-7). 

PERIODICALS 


The  major  periodicals  and  magazines  helpful  for 
Texas  research  are: 

Footprints.  1968 — .  Published  by  the  Fort  Worth 
Genealogical  Society,  PO.  Box  9767,  Ft.  Worth, 
TX  76147-2767.  (FHL  book  976.4  B2fa;  films 
1425706-07,  vols.  11-26.) 
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Heart  of  Texas  Records.  (Formerly  the  Central  Texas 
Genealogical  Society  Bulletin.)  1958 — .  Published 
by  the  Central  Texas  Genealogical  Society,  1717 
Austin  Ave.,  Waco,  TX  76701.  (FHL  book  976.4 
B2c;  films  1425708-9,  vols.  15-27.) 

Our  Heritage.  1959 — .  Published  by  the  San  Antonio 
Genealogical  and  Historical  Society,  P.O.  Box 
17461,  San  Antonio,  TX  78217-0461.  (FHL  book 
976.4  B2o.) 

The  Roadrunner  1974-1991  (final  issue).  Published 
by  the  Chaparral  Genealogical  Society,  P.O.  Box 
606,  Tomball,  TX  77375-0606.  (FHL  book  976.4 
B2ro.) 

Stalkin’  Kin.  1973 — .  Published  by  the  San  Angelo 
Genealogical  and  Historical  Society,  P.O.  Box 
3453,  San  Angelo,  TX  76902.  (FHL  book  976.4 
B2sk.) 

Stirpes.  1961 — .  Published  by  the  Texas  State 
Genealogical  Society,  204  Glentower,  San 
Antonio,  TX  78213.  (FHL  book  976.4  B2st.) 

Yellowed  Pages.  1971 — .  Published  by  the  Southeast 
Texas  Genealogical  and  Historical  Society,  P.O. 

Box  3827,  Beaumont,  TX  77704-3827.  (FHL  book 
976.4  B2y.) 

PROBATE  RECORDS 


Probate  records  of  Texas  have  been  kept  by  the 
probate  clerk  in  each  county  courthouse.  You  can 
obtain  copies  of  the  records  from  the  clerk’s  office. 
In  most  counties,  all  information  pertaining  to  a 
probate  case  is  recorded  in  the  “probate  minutes.” 

The  Family  History  Library  has  microfilmed  key 
probate  records  for  about  half  of  the  counties  in 
Texas.  For  example,  the  library  has  55  microfilms  of 
files  from  Bexar  County,  including  an  index  to 
probate  minutes  (1836-1973),  minute  books 
(1837-1913),  wills  (1865-83),  general  probate  index 
(1837-74),  final  records  (1837-59),  bonds  (1848-82), 
and  exhibits  (1864-78). 

VITAL  RECORDS 


City  and  County  Records  of  Births  and  Deaths 

As  early  as  1873  some  cities  and  towns  had 
authorized  the  registration  of  births  and  deaths.  For  a 
brief  period  from  1873  to  1876,  the  county  recorders 
also  recorded  births.  For  records  from  early  times  to 
1903,  write  to  the  clerk’s  office  in  the  county  where 
the  event  occurred.  The  records  are  open  to  public 
inspection. 


State  Records  of  Births  and  Deaths 

Statewide  registration  of  births  and  deaths  began  in 
1903  with  the  formation  of  the  Texas  Department  of 
Public  Health.  For  copies  of  records  from  1903  to 
the  present,  write  to: 

Bureau  of  Vital  Statistics 
Texas  Department  of  Health 
1100  West  49th  Street 
Austin,  TX  78756-3191 
Telephone:  512-458-7111 

Only  authorized  personnel  may  search  the  records. 
The  current  fees  for  obtaining  copies  of  the  state’s 
records  are  listed  in  Where  to  Write  for  Vital 
Records:  Births,  Deaths,  Marriages,  and  Divorces 
(Hyattsville,  MD.:  U.S.  Department  of  Health  and 
Human  Services,  March  1993  [FHL  book  973 
V24wv]).  Copies  of  this  booklet  are  at  the  Family 
History  Library  and  many  Family  History  Centers. 

The  Texas  State  Library  and  Archives  has  indexes  to 
birth,  “probate  births”  (delayed  registrations),  and 
death  records  from  1903  to  1973.  These  are 
available  for  public  searches. 

Marriage  Records 

Prior  to  1836,  only  the  Catholic  Church  could 
legally  solemnize  marriages.  As  a  result,  many 
Protestants  will  be  listed  in  the  Catholic  records. 
From  1837  to  1966,  the  county  recorders  issued 
marriage  licenses  and  kept  marriage  registers.  Copies 
of  the  records  can  be  obtained  by  writing  to  the 
clerk  of  the  county  where  the  license  was  issued.  For 
information  from  1966  to  the  present,  write  to  the 
Bureau  of  Vital  Statistics  (see  address  above). 

The  Family  History  Library  has  acquired  copies  of 
marriage  records  from  many  county  courthouses. 
From  the  clerk  of  the  county  court  in  Bexar  County, 
for  example,  the  library  has  49  microfilms  of 
marriages  and  indexes  for  1837  to  1925. 

The  Texas  Society  of  the  Daughters  of  the  American 
Revolution  and  other  societies  have  compiled  many 
early  vital  records.  Examples  of  published  transcripts 
of  marriages  are: 

Grammer,  Norma  Rutledge.  Marriage  Records  of 
Early  Texas,  1824-1846.  Fort  Worth:  Fort  Worth 
Genealogical  Society,  1971.  (FHL  book  976.4 
V25g;  film  982117.) 

Swenson,  Helen  Smothers.  8,800  Texas  Marriages, 
1824-1850.  2  vols.  Round  Rock,  Tex.:  H. 

Swenson,  1981.  (FHL  book  976.4  V2s.) 

Divorce  Records 

From  1837  to  1841,  divorces  were  obtained  by 
special  acts  of  Congress.  In  1841,  the  district  courts 
were  given  jurisdiction,  with  some  restrictions,  over 
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divorces.  Since  1846,  they  have  had  jurisdiction  over 
all  cases.  You  can  write  to  the  clerk  of  the  district 
court  in  the  county  where  the  decree  was  granted  for 
copies  of  records. 

Inventory  of  Vital  Records 

You  can  learn  more  about  the  history  and  availability 
of  the  records  in  Guide  to  Public  Vital  Statistics 
Records  in  Texas  (N.p.:  Historical  Records  Survey, 
1941;  FHL  book  976.4  A3gp;  film  1000610  item  14.) 

FOR  FURTHER  READING 


Beers,  Henry  R  Spanish  and  Mexican  Records  of  the 
American  Southwest:  A  Bibliographic  Guide  to 
Archive  and  Manuscript  Sources.  Tuscon; 
University  of  Arizona  Press,  1979.  (FHL  book  973 
A3bh.) 

Eichholz,  Alice,  ed.  Ancestry ’s  Red  Book:  American 
State,  County,  and  Town  Sources.  Rev.  ed.  Salt 
Lake  City:  Ancestry,  1992.  (FHL  book  973  D27rb 
1992;  computer  number  594021.)  Contains 
bibliographies  and  background  information  on 
history  and  ethnic  groups.  Also  contains  maps  and 
tables  showing  when  each  county  was  created. 

Kennedy,  Imogene  Kinard  and  J.  Leon  Kennedy. 
Genealogical  Records  in  Texas.  Baltimore: 
Genealogical  Publishing  Co.,  1987.  (FHL  book 
976.4  A3k.) 


COMMENTS  AND  SUGGESTIONS 

The  Family  History  Library  welcomes  additions  and 
corrections  that  will  improve  future  editions  of  this 
outline.  Please  send  your  suggestions  to: 

Publications  Coordination 

Family  History  Library 

35  N.  West  Temple 

Salt  Lake  City,  Utah  84150-3400 

USA 

We  appreciate  the  archivists,  librarians,  and  others 
who  have  reviewed  this  outline  and  shared  helpful 
information. 
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